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Pandemic Proverbs

“The plans of the mind belong to mortals,
    but the answer of the tongue is from God."

"Commit your work to God,
    and your plans will be established."

"The human mind plans the way,
    but God directs the steps.”

— Proverbs 16

Let's Talk....Kids

From Noah's Ark to the Belly
of the Whale

by Pastor Chelsea

Let's Talk...Adults

Voices for Utah Children
advocates for vulnerable kids

by Anna Thomas



When the pandemic started in
March, we thought it might be like
riding in Noah's Ark - 4o days
being out to sea or stuck at home,
and then we would "see land" and
things could go back to normal.

It's now been a lot longer than 40
days, and I know you're tired of
things being different!

Riding out this pandemic has
turned out to be less like Noah's
story, and more like the story of
Jonah, who rode inside the belly of
a whale, not on top of an ark.
Because like Jonah, we can't see
where we're going!

I have heard that many of you have
not heard yet from your schools
about exactly how this fall will
work. It doesn't feel good to be kept
in the dark.

The good news is, every trip has an
ending. The whale eventually gets
Jonah to where he is going.

And remember, when you are in
the dark, you can always turn on a
flashlight! Being kind to others will
make the time go faster. We will be
through this before we know it!

Many Utah policymakers and
elected officials still insist that
“child care is a family issue” that
should be left up to families to
figure out. Families with young
children are expected to either care
for their children all day, or find
someone else to do it for them.
Under this model, all the
inconvenience, confusion and cost
associated with child care fall on
individual families.

But our demographics show that
this approach is painfully
outdated. Nearly 54% of all Utah
children under age six live in a
household with all available
parents working. The parents of
those children are not in a position
to fulfill all the responsibilities of
teaching, socializing, reading and
playing with their children. Those
families need the support of child
care professionals who, in addition
to providing a safe and caring
environment for children while
their parents are working, are also
teaching, socializing, reading and
playing with those children. 

Anna is fighting for public
investment in childcare services.
Read the rest of her blog post here.

Cheerleading our Parents

Parents, we know this has a been a
hard summer, and making school
choices is so difficult. But we, your
pastors, see you and think you're
doing an amazing job!

Faith Formation Team meets
August 15th to plan for Fall

Please stay tuned for the September
Bell, to hear all about our HUCC
Faith Formation Team's plans for
Sunday school to resume online
and outdoors in the fall!

Antiracist Learning Journey at HUCC

Children's chatter Nan Sturgeon teaches our kids about racial justice using M&Ms.
"It's important what's on the outside of us. We like that variety. It makes life

interesting," she says about our different color "shells."



Meanwhile, teens heard from young
Black leaders during the Youth & Young
Adult Racial Justice Rally which
concluded UCC's National Youth Event:

"Racism was a given, in my daily
experience of being alive as a child."
- Darius Stubbs, UCC educator and
transgender advocate

"I feel like I'm living in a society where
my existence is criminalized."
- Michaela Flanders, UCC Council for
Youth and Young Adult Ministries

New Antiracist Resource for Kids!

Click here to order Antiracist Baby, a
picture book for toddlers and up.

This is a new release from Ibram X.
Kendi, author of How to be an
Antiracist, which teaches alternatives to
the problem of being "colorblind." This
is a great resource for little ones to join
in the conversation!

Experts say it's never too early to start
talking about race and racism.

The Clapper

"Applauding Our Kids"

I'm glad our kids have been
finding ways to have some fun
this summer while staying
safe! I have heard about family
camping trips; little ones
learning to talk; pre-teens
cooking Covid Cuisine for the
whole family; teens serving our
most vulnerable in nursing
homes. Wherever you are
showing kindness to others,
you are being the church!
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